SSI FOR CHILDREN IN NEVADAPRIVATE 

Children under age 18 who are disabled or blind may be eligible for monthly cash payments from the Federal Government through a program called Supplemental Security Income or SSI.  

Almost 3,700 children in Nevada receive financial assistance from SSI.  Many have serious birth defects or a combination of disabilities.  Children with HIV/AIDS or fetal alcohol or drug syndromes may also qualify.  To get SSI, a child must have a physical and/or mental condition(s) which results in marked and severe functional limitations and is expected to last at least 12 months or result in death.

ELIGIBILITY
Children who have a disability or who are blind may be eligible for SSI if they and their parents have limited income and resources.  If a child is institutionalized or does not live with his parents, the income and resources of the parents do not usually count.  In addition, there are special provisions that allow for continued payments of a personal needs allowance to disabled children who leave a medical institution and receive care at home.

To be eligible for SSI, a child must live in the U.S. or the Northern Mariana Islands and be in one of the following groups:

· U.S. citizens or nationals;

· certain American Indians;

· lawful permanent residents with 40 work credits;

· certain noncitizens with a military service connection, and their  spouses or unmarried dependent children;

· certain noncitizens lawfully residing in the U.S. who are blind or disabled, or who were receiving SSI on August 22, 1996; and 

· certain Amerasian immigrants, Cuban/ Haitian entrants, refugees, asylees or individuals whose deportation or removal has been withheld may be eligible for seven years after the date their immigration status was granted.

The only way to get SSI is to apply.  If you have a child, or know a child, whom you believe may qualify for SSI, you should call

1-800-772-1213 as soon as possible.  
"DEEMING"
The SSI law considers the income of the parents as well as of the child in determining eligibility and payment amounts.  A child under age 18 who lives in his parent(s)' household is considered to "share" in his parent(s)' income and resources.  A formula is used to count a portion of the parent(s)' income.  We call this "deeming".

The formula is complicated; and, SSI payments vary based on the type and amount of income received.  But the rules are liberal and, in certain cases, a family of 3 can have a gross 

income of $2,887 per month from wages and the disabled child could still qualify for SSI and Medicaid.

"RESOURCES"
To receive SSI, the child must have resources below $2000.  A portion of the parents resources are considered in determining if the child is eligible, but we do not count the value of a home the family lives in, a car, and most household or personal goods.  

Because of the way we count resources, the combined resource limit of the disabled child and the parents is actually $4000 for a one- parent family and $5000 for a two-parent family.

SPECIAL RULES FOR STUDENTS
There are special rules for students under age 22 who work.  Up to $1340.00 in wages per month, not to exceed $5,410 per year, can be fully excluded from income and do not affect the child's SSI payment.

FOSTER CARE
Foster care payments made under State or local authority may, or may not, count as income for SSI purposes.  However, foster care and adoption assistance under Title IV Part E are usually countable as income.

INSTITUTIONALIZATION
When a disabled child resides in an institution such as a Regional Center or a public or private facility, the income and resources of the parents are not usually considered in determining the child's eligibility or payment amount.  The SSI payment will depend on the type of institution (public or private) and whether Medicaid pays for the cost.  Your local Social Security Office has information on the institutions in your area and will be able to tell you the exact payment rates for SSI recipients.

REPRESENTATIVE PAYEE
Generally, a child under age 18 does not receive SSI payments directly.  The person selected to receive SSI payments for the child is called a "representative payee".  The representative payee is usually the parent, but may also be a 

guardian, relative, or friend who shows concern for the welfare of the child.  The representative payee must use the SSI payments to make sure the child's basic needs are met, including food, shelter, clothing and personal items.

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE & OTHER PROGRAMS
In Nevada, persons who receive SSI do not automatically receive Medicaid.  A separate Medicaid application is needed.  Additional supportive and protective services may also be available.  Contact your local welfare department for more information.

Your local Social Security Office will be able to help you with questions about SSI and children.  Feel free to visit or to call 1-800-772-1213 if you would like more information.  You can also reach Social Security on the Internet at www.socialsecurity.gov.
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PAYMENT RATES   (As of January 2003)





The amount for blind children shown below includes both federal and state money.  Not all SSI recipients receive the maximum payment amount.  Payments may be lower depending on the income of the child or the total family income.


								Disabled		Blind


								Child			Child





	Living with parent(s) or 				$552.00		$661.30


 	in own household


	


	Living in the household of another			$368.00		$581.96











