To 1illustrate, the median 1ncome of the esti-
mated 654,000 black married couples 1n 1971 was
$4,344

1 Y¥rom table III the standard error of 50 percent
of these married couples expressed as a percentage is
about 2 6 percent

2 As interest usually centers on the confldence
interval for the median at the two-standard-error
level, 1t is necessary to add and subtract from 50
percent twice the standard error obtained in step 1
This procedure yields lHmits of about 44 8 and 552
{rounded to 45 and 55)

3 Since 40 percent of the couples had incomes below
$3,500 and 5 percent had earnings of $3,500-33,909,
the dollar value of the lower limit may be found by
linear interpolatlon to be

(45 — 40) X $500

5 + $3,600 = $4,000

4 B8ince 45 percent had incomes below $4,000 and
13 percent had incomes of $4,000-$4,999, the dollar
value of the upper limit may be found by linear
interpolation to be

4

(55 — 45) X $1,000
13

+ $4,000 = $4,709

Thus the estimated median mcome of aged
black married couples 1n 1971, derived from all
possible samples, lies within the interval $4,000—
$4,769 with 95-percent confidence

Notes and Brief Reports

American Indian SSI Recipients 1n
Selected Areas*

Although concern has been expressed in recent
years about the participation by American Indi-
ans 1 social welfare programs, mformation on
this segment of the population 1s not directly
avallable from program records maintained by
the Social Security Admimistration Estunates can
be made, however, of the number of Indians
receiving federally admimstered supplemental
security 1ncome (SSI) payments in eertain coun-
ties with large Indian populations This note
presents data on the geographic distrbution of
Indians, m December 1975, in those counties n
which at least 90 percent of the nonwhite and
nonblack residents were Indians, and describes
the estimating procedure used

* By Jack Schmulowitz and Richard A Bell, Division
of Supplemental Security Studies, Office of Research and
Statisties The reciplent datz file was prepared by
Donald I. Robin
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ESTIMATING PROCEDURE

The Social Security Administration requests
information on race when a person apples for a
social security number The check-box options,
however, are limited to white, black, and “other ”
By contrast, decennial census data provide a
wider range of the “other” racial categories—
American Indian, Chmnese, Japanese, Filipino,
Hawanan, Korean, Aleut, Eskimo, and “all
other ”?

The estimate for a specific county 1s made on
the following basis.

1 P equals the proportion of American Indians to
the total In “other races” for the county, provided
by the 1970 census

2 N equals the number of 88I recipients of “other
races” residing in the county, obtained from social
security program records

3 An estimate is made when P {3 equal to or greater
than 09

4 The number of Indian SSI recipients in the
county {3 equal to the product NP

This procedure assumes that the same propor-
tion of Indians receive SSI payments as 1s the
case for the other subgroups of the “other”

SOCIAL SECURITY



TapLe 1 —Number and percentage distnbution of popu-
lation of other races, 1970, and percent with 1969 income
below poverty level

TanLg 2 —Total number of SSI recipients and of American
Indian SSI recipients and total and Amencan Indian pop-
ulation in selected States 1

Penicentwlth
Percentage neome
Raco Number below
distribntion poverty
level !
Total ce e eee emee ae - 2,882,662 100 0 &)
American Indfan _. __ _____. 792,730 27 5 383
Japaness ... . .. cee eee 591 290 2 6 15
Chingse.. ..... . - . ... 435,062 151 133
Fillpino .. ....__ [, 343 060 19 137
Hawaiifl oo coveveeer mae eun 100,179 a5 ®)
KOrenn .- meuee o = ac oo com 130 214 ?)
Alent _ ... o . .. 6 352 2 2}
ESkIMG coe v coccccnan aa . 28 186 10 Q]
Allother __ __ ... . . . 816 673 170 m

1 Aecording to 1970 Census data, the proportion of the fotal U § popula
tion with income below the cfaverty level was 13 7 percent, white, 10.9 per-
cent black, 35.0 percent, and 8panish heritage, 23.5 percent

? Data not available

Source Data on number from Bureau of the Census, Census of Popula-
tion. 1970, Race of the Popuiation by County, Supplementary Report, PC (81)-
104, 1975 table 12 Data on percents from Bureau of the Census, Census of
Population 1970, American Indians, Sufiject Reports, PC(2) 1F, table 8
Japanese, Chinese and Filipinos in the United Stales, Subject Reports, PC(2)
1@, tables 9, 24, and 39

race category According to the 1970 census, how-
ever, about 2 out of 5 Indians have mcomes below
the poverty level, a proportion substantially
higher than that for other subgroups for which
this information 1s available (table 1) The esti-
mates presented here therefore probably under-
state the number of Indians with SSI payments

Since estimates are provided only for counties
m which at least 90 percent of those included
under the “other” race category are Indians, the
bias due to departure from the basic assump-
tion of the procedure is small The estimate for
Indians equals nearly 98 percent of the total
number of “other” SSI recipients 1n the selected
counties

PROPORTION RECEIVING SSI

In December 1975, 17,287 American Indians
were recelving SST payments in the 243 counties
1 33 States for which estimates were made These
counties contain 48 percent of the 1970 Indian
population In these jurisdictions, Indians ac-
counted for 96 percent of the total population
and 122 percent of all SSI recipients (table 2).

Indians receiving payments represented 44
percent of the total Indian population---396,000
—residing 1 these counties in 1970 By contrast,
the December 1975 national total of 43 million
SSI recipients equaled only 21 percent of the
total 1970 population

A gignificant proportion of Indians had m-
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American Indlan

State Total
number N Elsg}})_er Percent ol
mated) total

Persons with 831 payments,

Daecember 1975

United States, total . .. ... 4,314,275 _ . .. . o e m
Belected States, total . __.___. . . 141,686 17,287 12 2
Alaska® . .. ... . .. 2 222 1,543 69 4
Arzona .. - . . . . .. 5,287 3.677 89 §
Minnesota e oe ee = - 5 066 397 78
MissISSIPP <= -0 - en ev me e oee 6,513 140 21
Montana. .. .« oo oo . - . s 2,052 728 3 5
Nebraska . ... . - . .. - 875 149 iT0
New Msexico . —— ... .. . .. . 6,858 2 660 389
North Carolina .. .. _ .. - . « .- 17 674 1,517 86
North Dakota .. 2,386 485 203
Oklahoma , . 80,699 3 282 54
South Dakota 3,574 1,106 309
Utah . - 472 278 58 8
Washington. . 867 107 123
Wiseonsin . uceceocon e sae 5,714 472 B3
Allother . ... .. . oo e - - 21,430 737 34

Populatton, April 1970

United States, total . ___ _. 203,211,926 827,208 04
Belected States, total ... . .. 4 120,151 395 625 08
Alsskas. _ . ... ... . - 140,977 40 626 28 8
Arizons _ . - . . . m ome wes 157 594 63,604 40 4
Minnesota ... e ee me e mas 234 G6g 9,616 41
Misslssippt - o e em e = 82,509 2,833 a3
Montana . . eem . - .- 118,640 21 187 178
Nebraska.__. -— - R 53 287 2,685 50
New Mexieo . . __ . e e - 178 926 60,677 339
North Carolina __ . . .. _ .. 3al 722 35,487 10}
North Dakota . . e e 130,149 12,431 96
Oklahoma . - - . 1,438,889 78,171 54
Bouth Dakota . . ... __ . 180 427 27,634 14 8
Utah bemton cmm = e = e =n 22 200 8,077 27 3
Washington. . .- . - 46,927 3 433 73
Wisconsin - - . - 214 87 9,004 33
Allother __ .o oo o cococe oo an 698 898 22,280 32

! Data for counties with Amer{ean Indians representing at least 90 percent
of“other races
?Includes Aleuts and Eskimos

Bource Buyreau of the Census, Census of Population 1970, Race of the
Population by County, Supplementary Report, PC (81)-104, 1875

comes below the poverty level 1n 1970—38 percent,
compared with 83 percent among blacks and
24 percent among persons of Spamsh hertage
For the Unied States as a whole, the proportion
was 14 percent

The age distribution of Indians also affects
the number potentially ehgible for SSI payments
In 1970, less than 6 percent of the Indian popula-
tion was aged 65 and older, compared with nearly
10 percent of the entire population.

STATE AND COUNTY ESTIMATES

Among the counties for which estimates are
available, 118 had 25 or more Indians receiving
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SSI payments As table 8 indicates, the five  for 1,136 recipients, or 7 percent of the total The
counties with the highest number were Apache  procedure described here generally precludes
(1,675) and Navajo (1,061), Arizona, McKinley  estimates for SMSA counties because, mn them,
(993) and San Juan (976), New Mexico; and  Indians frequently represent a low proportion of
Robeson, North Carolina (1,161). the entire population of races other than white

Only 16 of the counties included m the study  or black Estimates therefore could not be made
were parts of standard metropolitan statistical  for most counties contamming cities with large
areas (SMSA’s) These jurisdictions accounted  Indian populations—Chicago, Los Angeles, Min-

TaBLE 3 —Number of American Indiens and of “other” races recewving federally admimstered SSI payments, selected
States and counties, December 1975

American American
Btate and county ! Indian Other racey 8tate and county 1 Indian Other races
(estimated) (estimated)
Alaska ? North Carolina--Continued
Aleutian Islands . ______ . . —— - 26 28 BWAIN . . ot vee s ae s ae en e o weee 89 )
Barrow North 8lope. ... . «.  « e ecn - 51 52 | North Dakota
Bethel _ . _ _ 817 320 Benson . 85 80
Bristol Bay ... ... 88 89 Mountrail 42 43
Fairbanks . 49 53 Roletts ..  _ 242 244
Kenal Cook Inlet 48 53 Siour.. . .. 43 43
Eobuk ... ... coemeeenr o oa 124 124 | Oklahoma
Kuskokwim .. ___ e m e e = 93 94 dair 205 201
Matanuska-sustina hee eee ae e aw e 25 26 39 40
Nome .. e e e m em mam —e- 184 186 26 27
Princeof Wales _ _ ___ _ . . .0 .- 27 27 48 50
Boutheast Fairbanks . . .. . .. eeue - as 38 161 168
Uppér Yukon . ... oo coeeae weew - 58 59 47 50
Valdez ChitimWhittier e e e emmea 30 30 226 228
Wade Hampton ... .. ... ... ... - 172 172 4 71
Yuken Koyukuk.. ... e me aveee -= 9 100 25 26
Arizona 42 43
Apache _ 1,675 1 892 229 231
Coconino .. 802 844 49 &2
Gila .. ___ 139 145 103 106
Navajo ..... — . - 1,061 1,083 46 47
California Kay . .. . 56 680
INFO & o o mcrecen mae e mee ameoe —n 85 71 Lo FIOME oo cee ol i mce cte in csmmmaan 80 63
Colorado 153 158
LaPlata .o . . e v ceee o ceme veem - 35 30 89 a1
Montezumsa ... eececaven an e am me 29 31 27 27
Louisiana 154 157
Terrebonne ... ... . .. .. ——— - 50 52 107 110
Michigan 25
EmMmet . .. . ci ceeemnne o v o v = 25 27 89 a1
Minnesota 8l 85
Becker .. . ... I 75 77 39 40
Beltrami ___ . e - e ke 79 42 43
Cass ... _ . ... - - - 39 # 26 7
Itases _ .. o e - .. - 36 a7 43 48
Mahnomen .. . ... __ __ o aeem m aa 27 27 Pontotoc .- - - _— e a e 5 78
MilleLacs .. _ . .. .. - - - 23 30 Pottawntomle ..o oo o i an s e e - 87 72
M ississippi Pushmataba . _________ e e em e 52 53
Leake . .. el cl e kem s e s omm e az 33 ROEIS . . _ il moece e oo mme - e 38 34
Neshob& . .. cn cocee commes eme or e 78 9 Semlnole e me m mee e e mmeeem= - 176 181
Montana ciuoyah -— e emar  mm o omm o = 122 123
BigHorn ... .. . .. ... R, 105 108 e e e am . 162 178
Blaine . .. . mem o e men m mem _— 87 68 South Dakota
(Glacier.._ 167 169 Bennett . .. .. 50 &1
Hill.... ... 68 71 Buffalo . .. _. 85 35
Lake . v 79 Charles Mix . . . 86 67
Roosavelt " 100 Corson ... _ . 62 63
Rosebud . ... - . 72 73 Dewey . - - oocre oew 72 73
Nebrasks Mellotte e e me ee e . 45 45
KNOX . .cun i cvieecmcmmsses smas R 25 25 Raberts. . _.... . - e e - 50 60
Thurston.. .o ccee = coee .. I, 95 96 Bhannon.. .. .. eeaeeas i m o men . 332 335
Nevada T L - 168 170
Elko. ....... e mmm memar = mmma e 51 &6 Ziebach e mm mem = cmem mmme amam— 29
New Mexico Utah
McKinley. .. oo - v s ce = aem = am ] 093 1013 SanJuan.. . . . .o, oao .- 20 231
Rio Arriba. 127 137 Ulntah ... o coveees - 49 &0
Bandoval ... 333 340 | Washingion
Ban Juan . 976 9 Okanogan .. - 70 73
Valencia .. 253 Stevens .. 25 26
New York * ‘Wisconsin
Frankdn . o . oo oo e o e e oo am ] 80 Ashland . he eemm m memmem mm = 41 43
North Carolina Brown . .oooooooooo- e ee 4 memmae . 68 i3
Columbus . . aol e e & en ee e 51 54 Jackson __ .. . o & ee e oen meem 27 29
Halifax. ... . . ... .- em e 29 2 MOLOININGE .o o wuee o = moe mow o e mee 104 105
HOX® i oo cm e mmm = em e m e 35 a5 Sawyer .. . . .. .. - ue 62 43
JAOKSOM o v e v momemm e e men o mer] 31 31 SRAWANG . . . oo eeeeeas . e 62 63
RODESOI = . il _ w cam en cim e cme meeen 1,161 1,173 Vilas . mem = em e mm e acsames 41 42
Bampson . . __ _ ciee mmm e — an a7 329 | Wyoming
Scotland. ... v mmemmmmmmmmenn  mmmn e 42 43 TOMONY.ca s cse seccomess weees = -] 87
1 Counties with 25 or mare recipients ! 1 Bxcludes Cattaraugus County, N Y, with 61 recipients inadvertently
# Includes Aleuts and Eskimos omitted from data file
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TapLE 4 —Estimated number of -Amernican Indians re-
cerving federally admnistered SSI payments, by reason
for ehgihhty, selected States, December 1975 *

Adults Bllrad
an
Btate Total disabled
Aged Blind |Disabled | children
Total ..... . ...} 17,287 9 106 330 7,431 370
Alagkat (ool oo 1 543 806 a5 681 21
Arizona - 3,677 2,046 93 1,497 41
California . . 78 48 3 26

Colorado .. ... .. 65 L% al. ..
Lounfslana ... .. ... 63 43 e cve - 16 4
Michigan ... - .- 59 0].-.. . 27 2
Minnesots . .. ..o 397 193 11 190 3
Mississippl . cco .. 140 LE) 2 41 2
Montana .. - 728 297 24 389 138
Nebrasks 148 90 1 - [
Nevada .ocuue .. 95 59 5 27 4
New Mexico __. . 2 659 1,466 73 1,068 84
New York o aee 78 46 1 28 3
North Carolina .. 1,517 718 16 753 32
North Dakota . . 485 259 7 203 16
Oklahoma ._.. . 3 282 1 668 58 1,475 a1
fSouth Dakota . _ .. 1,106 603 29 430 44
Uteh ... . . .. 278 148 8 121 3
Washington ... 107 B2 | o mew - 52 3
Wiseonsin eee vu o aae 472 248 10 204 10
Wyoming ... .. - 86 (-3 4 +
Alfother —— . = 213 111 [} 92 4

1 8ee table 2 footnotel
1 Includes Aleuts and Eskimos

Bource See table 2

neapolis, Oklahoma City, Phoemix, and Seattle

Of the 17,287 Indian recipients in counties for
which estimates were made, 9,106 were aged
(table 4) As the following tabulation indicates,

Reason for eligibility United Amerlecan
Biates Indian

Total number... ... .. ccceee mae o 4 314,275 17,287

Total PEFCENt oo cee eve = evw  amm o 100 0 100 0
Adults

Aged .. L . el deeeeen e 53 5 527

Blind. . .. ol el e i . el e 16 22

Digabled . . . . . .o e - 41 ¢ 43 0

Blind and disabled children .. . .. . 3o 21

the 1dentified Indian recipient caseload contained
higher proportions of bhind and disabled adults,
and a lower proportion of blind and disabled chil-
dren, than was the case among the total SSI
population

AGE, SEX, AND LIVING ARRANGEMENTS

The program characteristics of American
Indians given here are based on a file of the
17,709 SSI recipients residing in the selected
counties who, according to Social Security Ad-
munistration records, were neither black nor white

BULLETIN, JULY 1977

The age distribution of adult Indran SSI recip-
ents 15 sumilar to that of all persons with SSI
payments Among aged Indian recipients, how-
ever, 59 percent were aged 65-74, compared with
48 percent for the entire aged SSI population
(table 5)

Men accounted for a higher proportion of
Indian recipients—52 percent—than of the total
SSI caseload—36 percent The divergence was
greatest for the aged, where men made up 49 per-
cent of the former but only 30 percent of the
latter.

.

TapLe § —Number and percentage distribution of American
Indian adults receiving federally administered SSI payments,
by reason for eligibility, age, and sex, December 1975

Adults
Age and sex
Total Aged Blind Disahled
Total number .. ... 117,330 9,328 289 7 613
Total percent 100 0 100 0 100 0 100 0
Age
18-21 12 e - 10 27
22 39 e em oas 54 85
30-30 . . _ 41 ... 114 g8
4049 .. 74 152 161
50-59 . 128 ) 201 26 2
106 ] 157 233
6569 ... .. . .. 21 27 4 13 4 115
7074 . .- 17 6 320 49 ]
5719 . e - . - 11 20 5 36 ®
s 80 and older .. .. _ 08 16 LR} 1
ex
Men. ... ... 519 40 2 585 ¢ 850
Women ... ..o . - 481 507 45 45 0

1Includes adult reciplents of “other" races
¥ Less than 0.05 percent

Bource Special American Indian file

Nearly 90 percent of the Indian recipients
lived 1n their own households; less than 8 percent
recerved care m Medicaid facilities (table 6)
For the population as a whole, SSI recipients
were less lhikely to be in their own households
(85 percent) and more likely to receive mstitu-
tional care covered by Medicaid (5 percent).

TaBLE 6§ —Number and percentage distmbution of American
Indians recerving federally adminmstered SSI payments, by
reason for ehigibility and hiving arrangements, December 1973

Living arrangements Total Aged Blind | Disabled
Total number ... ... .. 17,709 0328 403 7,978
Total perecent .. . coenvce-o 10 0 100 0 100 0 100 0
Ownhousehold _ .. .. .. .. 89 3 7 M7 8312
Another's hoysehold . __ _ __. 82 38 nmo 132
Ingtitutional care covered by

Medicaid. e e emmm e 24 15 43 317

1 As used for determination of Federal 831 payment standards
t Includes all reciplents of ‘“other races

Bource Speclal American Indian file



TasLg 7 —Number of Amencan Indians recerving federally
admimstered SSI payments and average monthly amount,
by type of payment and reason for ehgibility, December 1975

' Adults Children
Type of payment Total DI .
3- ]
_ Aged | Blind abled Blind shled
Number
Totall. _.eee .. . .| 17,606] 9 278 386 7,564 13 363

Federal 88I payments __ | 17 455| 9 180 385 7 512 13 365
Federal 851 paymentsonly | 16 680 8,748, 363 7 206 13 350

Federal SSI and Btate sup

pleinentation - 775 432 22 3060 .. 15
Btate supplementation. _ . 926 530 2 358 - . 15
State supplementation
only_. . e — 131 08 1 52 ... |- -

Average monthly amount

Total . . . $113 77| $97 45($134 20($131 88 $135 07131 24
Faderal 881 ?ayments - -ea | 111 440 95 16| 130 05| 129 56; 135 07| 127 39
Federal 881 paymentaonly | 112 18] €6 17| 130 70 129 89/ 136 07| 127 43

Federal 881 and State sup-

plementation __ . __ [ 161 95| 138 77| 197 68| 192 33 . 215 40

State supplementation ... 62 58| 57 67| 7539 67 73 _. . 93 60
State supplementation
only . e o | 42 58] 3809 (B 5171 - Jeceee-

! Includes adults and children of “other races Excludes 103 cases for
which data on payment amount were not available
1 Not computed for 5 or fewer persons

Bource Speeial American Indian file

BENEFIT AMOUNTS

The average December 1975 Federal SSI pay-
ment for the Indian recipients studied was $111
(table 7), compared with an overall SSI average
of $891* Aged Indian recipients averaged $95,
those who were disabled, $180 The overall SSI
average was $74 for the aged and $106 for dis-
abled adults

About $4 of the $22 difference between the aver-
age Federal SST payment for Indians and that
for all SST recipients can be traced to variations
in Iiving arrangements The remaining $18 reflects
the fact that Indian recipients less frequently
have countable mmcome and when they do the
average amount received 1s lower

Data for six States wndicate that 1n December
1975, 40 percent of the Indian recipients had
social security benefits that averaged $103* By
contrast, 48 percent of all persons receiving Fed-
eral SSI payments had social security benefits
that averaged $118 monthly

1 The overall figure 19 that for March 1976, the nearest
date for which comparable data on recurring monthly
payments are available

*These data, not from the speclal Indian file, reflect
the mocial security benefits received by SSI recipients
in the “other” race category in Alaska, Arizona, Montana,
New Mexlco, Oklahoma, and South Dakota
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Social Security Abroad

New Retirement-Age Featuresin
Belgium*,

Belgium recently joined an increasing number
of industrialized nations that have adopted an
mnovative approzch to determining the age of
retirement under their social security programs?!
The new measures, established 1n 1975 and 1976,
make pensions available before the normal age of
65 for men and 60 for women

The first step provided, effective January 1,
1975, that older workers who lose their jobs for
reasons other than serious misconduct would re-
celve a pre-pension benefit made up of the statu-
tory unemployment benefit plus a new supplemen-
tary benefit payable until normal pensionable age
18 reached Next, entitlement to pre-pension bene-
fits was extended, effective April 11, 1976, to older
workers who opt for early retirement for any
reason, provided that unemployed workers under
age 30 take their yobs In addition, the normal
pensionable age was reduced from 65 to 64 (a)
for men with 45 years of employment, effective
July 1, 1975, and (b) for those with substantial
employment at arduous labor, effective October 1,
1976

These measures have their origins 1 national
collective agreements Thetr objectives are to (1)
alleviate the financial problems of unemployed
older workers, (2) open up new positions for un-
employed younger workers, and (3) permit great-
er flexibility in retirement chorces

BACKGROUND

Before the 1974 recession, Belgtum, along with
other West European countries, enjoyed a rela-

*By Lols 8 Copeland, Comparative Studies Staff,
Office of Research and Statistics

t 8ee the following Issues of the Socwsl! Security Bul-
letin for a description of new retirement-age features in
several cther European countries Gisela C Wang,
“Flexible Retlrement Feature of German Pension Re-
form,” July 1973, pages 386-39, Leit Haanes-Olsen,
“TLower Pensionable Age In Norway,” January 1974,
pages 34-37, Leif Haanes-Olsen, “New Retirement
Options In Sweden,” March 1976, pages 31-33, and Lois
8 Copeland, “France Gradually Lowers Retirement Age,”
December 1976, pages 34-36
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