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President Johnson:  Hello?

Senator Long:  Hello?

President Johnson:  Hello, Russell.

Senator Long:  Yes, sir.

President Johnson:  I’m having trouble hearing you.  Let’s get a better line.  Hello, hello?

Senator Long:  You want me to call you back, sir?

President Johnson:  No, that’s all right.  I think we can hear.  I just can’t hear you, though.  Sounds like you’re in a well.

Senator Long:  Well, here’s the whole deal, Mr. President.  You’ve got that announcement that you’re going to close about thirty-three military bases.

President Johnson:  I haven’t put out any announcement.

Senator Long:  McNamara did.

President Johnson:  You said “you” though.

Senator Long:  You’re the Commander in Chief, whether you like it or not.  McNamara said he’s going to close thirty-three bases.  Now, I want you to know that I went up – as far as I’m concerned, if you want to close [inaudible] in Shreveport, close it.  God bless you [inaudible].  But I wanted the [inaudible].  I said, “Now, folks I want you to know this.  This base is open because Lyndon Johnson is President.  That’s the only reason.  And a vote against Johnson is a vote to close [inaudible].”  And I carried that area on just that basis for you, see.  

Now, McNamara has got that [inaudible] on that [inaudible] to be closed, I can never go back to [inaudible].  That’s why [inaudible] just because I said you’ve got to vote for Johnson if you want [inaudible] open.  And, Mr. President, if McNamara is trying to close that one, it would [inaudible].  Frankly, you couldn’t come back and I couldn’t either.

President Johnson:  Well, I can’t go back to Texas, so I don’t where I’ll go, Russell.  I haven’t closed them.  I don’t know.  If you can’t keep them going for WPA purposes, I just told him to do what he ought to do in the interest of the taxpayer.  And he’s doing that.  I didn’t know that he’d announce anything about Polk.  I don’t know anything about it myself.

Senator Long:  Now, Mr. President, I don’t know if Polk’s on the list.  But you and I know how we opened that base up.  You were my friend [inaudible].  And frankly, we opened it up just because you told me, you said, “Now, look.  Tell John Kennedy that he can’t open that base, then you can’t help him.”  I said, “Okay,” and I did what you said.  Now, to explain that to all those people, and they understand that.  And that’s one area that you always carry, and we’ll carry the state next time.  But you want to close [inaudible], close it.  I’ll give you a base; just close [inaudible] in Shreveport.

President Johnson:  They don’t do them on that basis.  And I’ll check it, Russell.  I imagine they’re gone now, but I’ll look into it, and I appreciate it.  And I’m awfully sorry, but they’re closing them in every state where they don’t need them and where they can’t use them, and we just can’t keep them going for local people want them, you know.

Senator Long:  Mr. President, that base is the best training base in America.  You’ve got more [inaudible] than any other base in other state.  [Inaudible] and it’s hot, and it’s dusty, and it’s far away from good recreation.  And if they had their way, they’d rather go and have a base in New York City or Miami where they can go and have less training days, but have a good time out there enjoying the city, and they’re meeting all these big girls than they do it down there where they train everyday of the year.  But it’s the best training in the whole country, and they wouldn’t close it if it’s a matter of training.  But they might close it for their own personal comfort.  Now, we opened that up [inaudible].  And frankly, we carried that parish just the same way.  And [inaudible] where they drank your blood and mine, too.  I went up there and campaigned for you.  You were behind ten to one, and you lost it four to one.  And close it down on them and give them a [inaudible].  The only people who voted for us because I said, “Look, this is how it’s going to be.”  Let’s not do that to them.  I’ll give you a base.  Take Barksdale.

President Johnson:  Okay, partner.  

Senator Long:  Mr. President, do you mind calling McNamara for me?

President Johnson:  No, I won’t mind calling him, Russell.  But if it’s closed, it’s closed.  He won’t do anything about it.

Senator Long:  All you got to do is take one name off the list.

President Johnson:  No, he’s already gone with the list, and he’s not going to change them.  And he’d leave me before he’d change them.  He’d live in one minute.  I have never asked him.  He’s closed them in Texas right down the line through one congressional district.  It was the best district we had.  He closed one here.  He told us he’s going to close where I got eighty-one percent.  I’m just sorry.  I just wish I could do it, but if I change him, then Bobby Kennedy will have me changing Brooklyn.  There’ll be all over the country, and I just don’t think we ought to run the government that way.  I honestly don’t.

Senator Long:  Well, Mr. President, let me say this.  I won in these parishes where you behind about ten to one.  Each time I left, I was lucky to get out alive, and you only lost five to one.  You carried twenty-three parishes.  Every place where I had a [inaudible], we carried that parish for you.  Like you said, we’ll carry it the next time.  But frankly, those people know in that area that the base was closed as a matter of politics, and we got it open as a matter of politics.  And they know you’re their friend.  And I went there and put it on the radio and every hour on the hour.  I said, “Look, the Army don’t like this base.  They just [inaudible].”  I said, “The only thing [inaudible].  And a vote against Johnson is a vote to close Fort Polk.”  Now, those people changed [inaudible], and that thing’s closing now.  Those people are going to [inaudible] ever lost.  Even when there’s a scandal on, we didn’t lose that one.  And nobody ever lost that parish [inaudible].  And if we lose that one – if that base closes down – after I said that to them every hour on the hour all day long, those people are going to say, “Well, Russell Long is a no account faker, and he came down here and made us a promise.  And we did our part.  The guy was not sincere.”  [Inaudible].  I’ll never let you down.  You know what I did for that Social Security bill.  I had two hundred and fifty million dollars worth of amendments on there, and you said, “Don’t let me down,” and I went ahead and killed my own bill to help you.  All I’m asking for is just don’t close that one.  You can close anything you want in Louisiana except that one.  Just take that name off the list and give them somebody else.  It might not be on the list, Mr. President, but I’m thinking because from my point of view, that’s the one parish [inaudible] can give you.

President Johnson:  Russell, if I could get the whole presidency I couldn’t change it because I’d have a national scandal on my hands.  McNamara is not going to change them.  He’s already published them.  He’s already told them.  He’s already released them.  He doesn’t ask me to approve them.  He doesn’t ask me to act on them.  He’s closing them in my state.  He’s got to close them in your state.  And I’m sorry if you anticipated and thought he was going to close it.  You ought to have given them your reasons like these others did at the hearing.  But here at 9:30 at night, I’m still at my desk trying to grind away with this job.  But that’s one thing I can’t do, my friend.  I just can’t get him to do it.  He’d resign before he’d do it.  And it’s not something that’s just easy, and no use for us to debating it because I don’t want to argue with you.  If I could save your base, I’d save it.  But I can’t save my own.

Senator Long:  Mr. President, you opened that one.

President Johnson:  Well, God almighty, don’t penalize me because I helped when I could.  I can’t help now.  And I’ll talk to him if you’ll let me get to him before he goes to bed and tell him what you have said.  And that’s what I’ll do, and I just hope and pray it’s not on there, but if it’s on there, then all hell can’t change it.  

Senator Long:  Mr. President.  We’ve got four bases down here, and that’s the one area where those people [inaudible] Russell Long and said [inaudible].

President Johnson:  Well, Russell, I never heard of this until tonight.  This decision’s made, my friend.  The bank’s closed.  It’s over with, and I never heard of it until 9:30.

Senator Long:  [Inaudible].  Mr. President, it might not be on the list anyhow, see.

President Johnson:  I hope not.  I hope not.  I pray that it isn’t, but if it is, I just can’t do anything about it.  If I had a million things, I couldn’t do it.  If my wife’s life depended on it, I couldn’t.  So, don’t expect it if it’s on there because it’s just.

Senator Long:  If you could send me word tonight and you could say it’s not on there, I could tell those people it’s not on there.  Those people could say, “Well, by God, Russell Long and Lyndon Johnson keep their word.”

President Johnson:  I imagine if it’s on there they wouldn’t be calling you because he’s calling this afternoon, you see.

Senator Long:  Mr. President, they haven’t [inaudible] death notice on there.  The whole idea that you’re going to close thirty-three bases [inaudible] just might be ours.  Now, if I could tell those people now that [inaudible], it’ll sound like Russell Long and Lyndon Johnson are the most wonderful, finest men God ever invented.

President Johnson:  Well, Russell, I’ll just say this.  If it’s not on there, it’s not on there.  If it is on there, there all the king’s horses can’t change it because that’ll just blow right up in my face, and every – God almighty, they’ve been having hearings here for weeks on things they’re contemplating closing.  Senators been marching in by the score.  I never heard of it.  I haven’t anything to do with it.  I wouldn’t be talking to any Senator at this time of the night about anything except somebody I love.  I haven’t any lunch.  I haven’t had any dinner.  I’m just sitting here with the most sensitive stuff in front of me, hoping that I can clean up tomorrow night.  Now, if it’s on the list, it’s on, and you just might as well go to sleep on it.  I’ll have to because ain’t nobody can change it.  If it’s not, it won’t hurt you.  And I’ll call just as soon as I hang up, the moment I do, and tell him what you’ve said.  But I think I know something about this.

Senator Long:  Mr. President, when I had that vote for your Medicare for you [inaudible].  It’s all right with me if you want to [inaudible].  But I’ll be your friend forever, and God bless you [inaudible].

President Johnson:  Well, I’ll be yours forever, Russell. 

Senator Long:  [Inaudible].  You said, “Don’t do that to me.”

President Johnson:  Russell, do you know, though, if we handle that bases on that basis, we are doing many of them closed.  Not a one.  Now just have mercy on me.  Don’t be cruel, and let’s keep our friendship.  Let’s don’t destroy it.  

Senator Long:  [Inaudible].

President Johnson:  I’ve helped you every time I could, and I’ll help you every time I can.  But don’t ask me to help you when I can’t.  

Senator Long:  Mr. President, as much as I’ve come through for you, you can at least make a telephone call.

President Johnson:  I told you I would do that, Russell, as soon as I hang up here.  I don’t mind doing your telephoning for you.  I wish you’d call McNamara, though, because it’s not easy for me to do.  It’s a Republican that’s in here, and he’s doing a wonderful job.  

Senator Long:  [Inaudible].  You know that as well as I do.

President Johnson:  All right.

Senator Long:  Find out if I’m dead, and call me back [inaudible].

President Johnson:  Russell, I’m not going to call you back, but I’ll find out, and I’ll tell him what you said.

Senator Long:  [Inaudible] or have somebody call.

President Johnson:  There ain’t nobody here but me.  Everybody else is gone to the hospital or something.

Senator Long:  Have McNamara call me.  My number is 343-1262, 504.

President Johnson:  I’ll give him your message if I can locate him at this time of night, and tell him how you feel about it and what the situation is.  If it’s on there, though, I’ll tell you this:  Ain’t no use in wasting your time or his.  If it’s on there, you’ve done all you could about it.  And he’s done all he has because we have an understanding to call them as he saw them as the recommendations of the services and the Secretary.  And where they don’t need them, they don’t need them.  They have five hundred and sixty-six million involved.  And we’re just trying to save it.

Senator Long:  Well, Mr. President, I’m not going to call him or you.  You’re my boss, and I love you.  

President Johnson:  I’m not anybody’s boss, but I reciprocate the.

Senator Long:  [Inaudible], and she says she loves you more than I do.

President Johnson:  I’ll be waiting on her.  And tell her well, and goodbye, good luck, and God bless you.

Senator Long:  Have McNamara call me.

President Johnson:  I’ll talk to him.

Senator Long:  Thank you, Mr. President.

His:  Yes, sir?

President Johnson:  See if you could get Bob McNamara for me.

Female Voice:  I’ll be glad to, sir.

Mr. President?

President Johnson:  Yes.

Female Voice:  He’s just left his residence going to Mrs. Graham’s residence.  You want me to try and reach him there?

President Johnson:  No, but see if you can get Cy Vance?

Female Voice:  Cy Vance?  I’ll be glad to, sir.

Secretary Vance coming to the phone, sir.  One moment.  Ready, sir.

President Johnson:  Cy?

Secretary Vance:  Yes, sir.

President Johnson:  I’m still at the office, but Senator Long has been calling me every three or four hours.  And I just got everybody through, and I haven’t had my lunch or my dinner.  I’m trying to get out of town tomorrow, and he called with tears in his eyes.  Says that he saved Medicare for us, and he’s done everything in the world for us.  But Kennedy opened Fort Polk, and he’s afraid I’m closing it.  I told him I had nothing to do with it.  If it’s on the list, it was closed, but if it wasn’t, it wasn’t.  And I couldn’t do anything about it.  But he just [inaudible] for thirty minutes, and I finally got through.  He made me agree to give McNamara or you to call him tonight on whether Fort Polk’s on the list or not.

Secretary Vance:  It’s not on the list, sir.

President Johnson:  It is not?

Secretary Vance:  Not.

President Johnson:  You’re sure of that?

Secretary Vance:  Positive.  

President Johnson:  All right.  It’s Army.  Well, now, watch it, and let’s not get it on any damn list because he’s demanding it.  And so I’ll just call him back and tell him.

Secretary Vance:  Yeah.  Fort Polk is not.  We’ve got two actions in New Orleans, but Fort Polk is not on the list.

President Johnson:  All right.  Is there any reason why it might be on a list?

Secretary Vance:  No, sir.

President Johnson:  So you think it’s safe?

Secretary Vance:  I think it’s safe.

President Johnson:  He said it’s the only place in Louisiana that we carried, and by God, that he wishes you would go ahead and close up Barksdale.  I’ll be damned.  This fellow you all sent over here is an old resident of Barksdale to be Chief of Strategic Air to succeed Powers.

Secretary Vance:  Oh, Ryan?

President Johnson:  Yeah, and I talked to him this evening.  And I’ll tell you this.  You’re never going to close that damn thing.  He’s going to turn out fascist and revolutionary just as long as you keep that insulation.  And I don’t know.  Damn, I was disappointed.  I didn’t ever mention it to him.  I just talked to him about where he’s been located and what he done and so forth.  

Secretary Vance:  Yes, sir.

President Johnson:  They tell me your Air Force is distributing the damndest literature all over the country.  Mike Monroney called up about Tinker Field.  Did you hear about it?

Secretary Vance:  No, sir.

President Johnson:  Well, he says that it’s a kind of fascist literature they’re distributing in books that these Air Force bases that’s out of this world.  The Chairman of the Civil Service Commission told me about it this afternoon.  I think you’d better look into that.  You talk to what’s his name – what’s his name – John Masey.

Secretary Vance:  John Masey, yes, sir.

President Johnson:  Talk to him about it tomorrow.

Secretary Vance:  I certainly will, sir.

President Johnson:  Tell him you want a report.  Much obliged.

Secretary Vance:  All right, sir.

President Johnson:  Get Russell Long back for me at 343-1262 wherever he was.

Female Voice:  Yes, sir.  I’ll be glad to, Mr. President.  

President Johnson:  Senator Long.

Female Voice:  He’s in Baton Rouge.

President Johnson:  All right, 343-1262 he said.

Female Voice:  Yes, sir.

President Johnson:  Russell?

Senator Long:  Yes, sir.

President Johnson:  Russell?

Senator Long:  Yes, sir.

President Johnson:  Russell?

Senator Long:  Yes, sir.

President Johnson:  Now, don’t you tell anybody you called up here, and don’t you quote me at all because I got to stay away form these things.  I just can’t be involved.  But you can go back and go to sleep.  I don’t think you got anything to keep you awake.

Senator Long:  Thank you, Mr. Boss Man.  You can count on old Long.

President Johnson:  Well, I could count on him anyway.  But you just go on and go to sleep.  But don’t you say anything about calling because everybody will be routed direct to me, and I can’t see any trouble that you would get in.

Senator Long:  Mr. Boss Man, God bless you.

President Johnson:  ‘Bye.

