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[The setting is a large public gathering.  President Theodore Roosevelt is pictured speaking, and then posing in front of a monument.]

Speaker:  When former President, Theodore Roosevelt advocated national health insurance in his campaign for a new term as president.  While he didn’t win the election, the idea of public health insurance started to be debated in several states until opposition began developing and World War I diverted the nation’s attention.

[The setting switches to various shots of battle.  Scenes of President Franklin Roosevelt in various settings are pictured.]

It wasn’t until twenty years later when Theodore Roosevelt’s younger cousin, Franklin, ran for president that the idea of government-sponsored health insurance started to come back to life.  FDR liked the idea and considered including the plan in his 1935 Social Security bill, but decided to save health insurance for another time.

[The setting switches to battle tanks and other shots of ammunition.  It switches again to pictures of men walking in and out of a recruiting office and of a recruitment officer hanging a sign, which says, “Closed for Recruiting.]  Then another world war once again turned the nation’s eyes away from domestic concerns.  [Shirtless young men stand in line in front of a scale, while a doctor makes notes on a chart.]  As young men took their physicals to enter military service, a surprising number of them were found to have health problems.  [The setting switches to a large public gathering, then to a picture of the White House.  It then switches to a horse-drawn hearse as soldiers march alongside.  Throngs of onlookers stand to the side.]  This shocking discovery revived interest in public health insurance, and a message to Congress calling for national health insurance was awaiting the President’s signature in April 1945.  But FDR died before he got to that document.

[President Harry Truman is seen walking into the White House.  The setting then switches to President Truman standing in front of the podium in the House of Representatives.  The Speaker of the House and the Vice President are seated in the background.]  Harry Truman was the first president to propose government health insurance.  There was strong opposition, and the Congress rejected Truman’s plan.  [The camera makes a sweep of the audience.]  But it began the final march toward Medicare and Medicaid.

