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[The setting is of President Harry Truman standing behind a podium during a State of Union address.  Seated behind President Truman are the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the Vice President of the United States.]

Announcer:  After the Truman plan, a new bill was introduced in the Congress to create some form of government health insurance.  

[The setting switches to a shot of Senator Robert Taft seated at a table with others.  A tag appears at the bottom of the screen identifying Senator Taft.]  In 1946, Senator Robert A. Taft of Ohio offered an alternative plan to for federal grants to states, to provide health care for the poor, the seed that would later grow into the Medicaid program.

[The setting then switches to a shot of recruits milling around a building, and then to a still shot of Arthur Altmeier, Wilbur Cohen, and Robert Mall.  Identifying tags appear at the bottom of the screen.]  Meanwhile, federal officials, including Arthur Altmeier, Wilbur Cohen, and Robert Mall, developed a plan to provide health insurance for social security beneficiaries, the idea that would late become Medicare.  

[The scene switches to a still shot of a various individuals speaking in various forums.]  In the 1950s, organized labor got behind the idea of governmental health insurance for older Americans.  In the late 1950s, Congress formed a special committee on older Americans and started holding hearings around the country.

