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[The setting is in the House of Representatives during President Kennedy’s State of the Union address.  President Kennedy is featured in profile, standing behind a podium as he makes his remarks.  The camera then switches to a frontal view of the President, with Vice President Lyndon Johnson and the Speaker of the House seated behind him.  The American flag drapes the wall behind the Speaker and the Vice President.]  

Announcer:  After he was in the White House, Kennedy called repeatedly for hospital insurance for older Americans.  He called it Medicare.

[The action picks up in the middle of President Kennedy’s remarks.]  President Kennedy:  Second, we need to strengthen our nation by safeguarding its health.  Our working men and women, instead of being forced to ask for help from public charity once they are old and ill, should start contributing now to their own retirement health program through the Social Security system.

[The camera makes a sweep of the audience.  The setting then switches to a room in which President Kennedy is standing at a podium as he makes his remarks.]

President Kennedy:  We’re not asking for anybody to hand this out.  We’re asking for a chance for the people who earn the benefit to earn their way, the same principle established under the Social Security System in the Thirties.  

