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[The setting is the Rose Garden of the White House.  One gentleman is seen walking away from the podium as President Clinton approaches.  First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton is situated to the left of the podium.  As President Clinton approaches the stand, audience members rise to their feet applauding.]

Announcer:  In 1994, the evolution of Social Security continued when President Bill Clinton used this pen [The camera shows a shot of President Franklin Roosevelt’s pen, then shows a still picture of a smiling President Roosevelt.  The camera switches to a shot of President Clinton seated at a signing table with a number of people standing behind him, signing a document.] – the same pen President Roosevelt used to sign the Social Security Act of 1935 - to sign this bill into law that made Social Security an independent agency.

[The camera then switches back to the scene at the Rose Garden.]

President Clinton:  Thank you.  Thank you.  Thank you very much.  When Franklin Roosevelt made a speech to the New York legislature in 1931, he said this, “The success or failure of any government must be measured by the well-being of its citizens.”  That was the goal that moved him fifty-nine years ago yesterday.  On that day in a ceremony in the Cabinet Room just behind us, he signed the Social Security Act into law, and that is what guides us today.  With an independent Social Security Administration, we are reinventing our government, to streamline our operations so that we can serve the American people better.  We are strengthening those things, which Social Security ought to do and taking precautions to make sure it does not do things which it ought not to do.  It is proving that government can still work to improve people’s lives.  And now Social Security, we know, will work even better.

