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[The setting is in a large room.  President Clinton makes his remarks standing at a podium.]

President Clinton:  I think it’s important to note on this day with this subject that one of America’s first great advocates for Social Security was the Secretary of Labor, Francis Perkins.  As Secretary Herman would tell you, Francis Perkins’ name now graces the Department of Labor building just down Pennsylvania Avenue.  She was the first woman to hold that office or any other cabinet office.  Years later on the twenty-fifth anniversary of social security, Francis Perkins looked ahead and said this, “We will go forward into the future, a stronger nation because of the fact that we have this basic rock of security under all our people.  That foundation – that rock – was laid by Francis Perkins and Franklin Roosevelt.  It is up to all of us together – women and men – to make sure that rock will hold up all our people in the twenty-first century.  Thank you very much.

[The audience applauds.]

