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MALE #1:  Hello.

JOHNSON:  How you doing?

MALE #1:  I just got through.  I have to go back this afternoon, but it worked out to be – this major thing worked out pretty well.

JOHNSON:  Oh that’s good (INAUDIBLE).

MALE #1:  It’s a moot – nearly said it’s a moot question for the court decision and so far they’ve accepted it, but Williams of Mississippi wasn’t there.  He may be back this afternoon, but it moved along rather well.  I can a total expenditure.  I told them all three bills are the same as the administration bill (INAUDIBLE).  So I thought it went along rather well.

JOHNSON:  They have suggested that I should meet with the National Medical Association of predominantly the Legro (ph) group.

MALE #1:  Yes.

JOHNSON: And convene a meeting also with the American Medical Association.

MALE #1:  I talked to Mr. White about that the other day.  The reason I thought it was a good idea is (INAUDIBLE) great difficulty (INAUDIBLE).  All together not separate.

JOHNSON:  Oh.

MALE #1:  And had talked to them and sought their voluntary support and it’s worked out very well because we have (INAUDIBLE) Southern Negro College to help them out and I thought that – I thought it would be good (INAUDIBLE), same basis for (INAUDIBLE) education bill.  And it would help tremendously (INAUDIBLE) we’re caught in the area where part of these projects, the plans have been approved, the money has been made and I can’t go back and tear the project down.  So I have to start up (INAUDIBLE) area (INAUDIBLE) voluntary clients.  I’ve been surprised, as we did in the field of education were asked for voluntary compliance, how many people actually complied, institutions on a voluntary basis after the president talked to them of course.  I thought on that basis consistently.

JOHNSON:  All right, you and Lee try to get a date and see who to invite and so forth.

MALE #1:  All right.

JOHNSON:  Get up what I’d say and I’ll try to do it . . .

MALE #1:  All right.

JOHNSON:  . . . if you think that’s good.  Now I want you to talk to your people and try to prevail on them a good many people each one lays it on (INAUDIBLE) and I don’t want to prejudge you, but a good many of them think HEW is leaking some of these stories on Medicare and on poverty.

MALE #1:  I (INAUDIBLE) own staff and I can’t use to you the language that I used to them (INAUDIBLE) especially on a program where the president’s working (INAUDIBLE).  Two minutes later some reporters called me (INAUDIBLE).  But I have talked to them and I issued specific instructions.

JOHNSON:  Now you check who was talking and who was meeting them on the poverty program.  If you have to cut all of them out, just cut it out because I haven’t seen that message yet and the headline today says “President Seeks Draft at 17.”  That’s a big banner headline.

MALE #1:  Right.

JOHNSON:  And that’s the star today and I haven’t seen the message.  I might seek a draft at 12 I don’t know, but I ought to be able to decide it.  Now . . .

MALE #1:  We haven’t got a copy of your draft.  I purposely . . . 

JOHNSON:  Well, it’s in the poverty thing that they – that they – have been discussing with the – with the – council.  Now, the other day I met with Wilbur Mills and told him to get with Wilbur Cohen and you and try to work out something on Medicare.  

MALE #1:  Yeah.

JOHNSON:  He agreed to do it.  The next day there was a big story from HEW in the paper about it.  Now, I’ve talked to Wilbur Cohen a time or two.  I’ve said now please on this poverty thing myself because I read where HEW said so and so and so and so, and I said now please let’s don’t – let’s don’t – talk about this thing until we decided it.  

MALE #1:  Right.

JOHNSON:  If he wants to leak it or somebody wants to leak it, after we decide I’ll give them the pleasure and I won’t even have a press conference.

MALE #1:  Well (INAUDIBLE).

JOHNSON:  But until we decide it, we don’t know whether we going to ask them to register or not at this age.  We want to MacNamara’s clearance, we want to get all the council’s clearance, my own judgment would be.

MALE #1:  Yeah I know he had a big conference there outside the city (INAUDIBLE) about the poverty program and I told them I cannot begin to talk about the program.  I actually refuse to compromise.

JOHNSON:  Now this is AP.  This story is AP and the read is, “Johnson Will Ask Congress To Lower The Draft From 18 to 17.”

MALE #1:  I don’t know where (INAUDIBLE).

JOHNSON:  Now I’ve not done that and wouldn't think of doing that.  

MALE #1:  Well let me (INAUDIBLE).

JOHNSON:  What I might ask them to do is to register and let us examine them, but there’s a lot of difference you see.  Now if I or what Shriver says, he says you’ve made me work with labor and with agriculture and with HEW and with Justice and these people (INAUDIBLE) and so you make me work for this council.  So I’ve talked to Freeman and I have talked to HEW now and I’ve talked to, let me see who is the other one I had to talk to, Labor I’ve talked to Woods at great length.  

(AUDIO GAP)

. . . next time we talked to him, I’m kidding, but he’s willing to help.  But you, you call your folks, one or two of them in and let’s get a meeting on this poverty thing,  and just say now the president ought to be tried and convicted on before the country on a message that has not yet come to him.

So the last time I heard of it, it had 40 pages and I told him to get it under 20 because nobody would read it and I haven’t seen it.  Now, I don’t know what it’s going to have in it, but I just don’t think they ought to be giving that out.

MALE #1:  You’re absolutely  right and I’ll call again and tell them the language (INAUDIBLE).

JOHNSON:  And also if you can – you can – know who’s handling the Medicare and just tell them (INAUDIBLE) Medicare stories till get worked out because they’re going to run – they’re going to run Mills off.  They just make Mills (INAUDIBLE).

MALE #1:  Well I have a problem because you know part of it is being handled at the Democratic headquarters and I have a problem with it.

JOHNSON:  Well . . .

MALE #1:  (INAUDIBLE)

JOHNSON:  Well, now democratic . . . 

MALE #1:  I spent two days with Mills, wasn’t a word about it in the paper.  How it got out I don’t know I tried to trace it and I wasn’t successful on the compromise of this nature, but I have (INAUDIBLE) assigned to (INAUDIBLE) democratic headquarters.  I have my undersecretary who couldn’t get along with Mr. Cohen.  I have problems there.  

JOHNSON:  Yeah, yeah.

MALE #1:  But I’m trying to pull these things together as much as possible.  I – I had a wonderful time and then when I came back I told you that I had met with (INAUDIBLE), talk with Mills and suggest you talk with Mills.  Mills is a fine gentlemen and I think he’s (INAUDIBLE).

JOHNSON:  He was real complimentary of you and just said that he – he wanted to do anything he could to work with you, told me that the other night.

MALE #1:  He and I – he and I’ll work out this very nicely.  (INAUDIBLE)

JOHNSON:  Well, you go on and get a hold of him and you all work it out and then you tell him about leaking and fire somebody over there.

MALE #1:  All right, Mr. President.

JOHNSON:  Goodbye.

